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Friends of the Library, Montgomery County
To Kick-off Seventh Annual Library Lovers Month; 

Event to feature award-winning musician and author Barry Louis Polisar
Montgomery County Public Libraries (MCPL) will host special programs and activities throughout February to celebrate the seventh annual Library Lovers Month, designed to raise awareness -- to residents and elected officials -- of the wide-ranging role that public libraries play in the life of the community.
Sponsored by Friends of the Library, Montgomery County (FOLMC), the month-long celebration of public libraries, will kick off with an appearance by children’s entertainer and author Barry Louis Polisar on January 30 at 11 a.m. at the Silver Spring Library, 8901 Colesville Rd. 
The program is free and suitable for families with children at least five years old.  Polisar will perform inspirational songs, tell amusing stories and recite original poetry. He is a four-time Parent Choice award winner who has written songs for the popular children’s television show, “Sesame Street.”
 In addition to Polisar’s lively performance, children will be treated to a Mad Hatter’s tea party and are encouraged to come dressed in their favorite story book character costume.  Crafts, snacks and prizes will be provided while supplies last.

“Library Lovers Month is a time for everyone to celebrate libraries and recognize their value in our community, said FOLMC Executive Director Ari Z. Brooks. “We are grateful to the librarians and our chapter volunteers who have planned and funded these spectacular programs for library customers.”
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Celebratory programs at MCPL branches throughout the month include:
Saturday, February 6 – Hip hop music. Grammy award winning hip hop artist Christon “Christylez” Bacon will perform. 2 p.m. Bethesda Library, 7400 Arlington Rd. Call 240-777-0970; TTY 301-657-0840.

Tuesday, February 9 -- Music, juggling and comedy by NicoloWhimsey Show. 9:30 to 11 a.m. Followed by an ice cream party. Little Falls Library, 5501 Massachusetts Ave., Bethesda.  Call 240-773-9520; TTY 301-320-8813. 

Tuesday, February 9 – Valentines preschool story time. 10:30 a.m. Stories, songs, rhymes and finger plays about valentines. Suitable for children ages 3 - 5. Damascus Library, 9701 Main St. Call 240-773-9444; TTY 301-253-0148. 

Wednesday, February 11 – Stories, songs, rhymes, and activities. Suitable for children ages three to five. 1:30 p.m. Damascus Library, 9701 Main St. Call 240-773-9444; TTY 301-253-0148. 

Saturday, February 13 – Bake sale and used book sale. Lunar New Year Celebration. Traditional Chinese Lion Dance. Crafts for all ages. 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. All ages. Silver Spring Library, 8901 Colesville Rd. Call 240-773-9420; TTY 301-565-7505. 
Saturday, February 13 – Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School musical performances by the Woodwind Quintet, Brass Quintet and other ensembles. All ages.  1:30 p.m. Bethesda Library, 7400 Arlington Rd. Call 240-777-0970; TTY 301-657-0840.

Saturday, February 13 – Piano recital presented by the Adult Student Music Forum. 3 p.m. Bethesda Library, 7400 Arlington Rd. Call 240-777-0970; TTY 301-657-0840.
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Saturday, February 13 – KayDee puppet show. 2 p.m. Rockville Memorial Library, 21 Maryland Ave. Call 240-777-0140; TTY 240-777-0902.

Throughout February – Various activities recognizing libraries will be held during the month. at the Poolesville Library, 19633 Fisher Ave. Call 240-773-9550. TTY 301-972-7825
To request ADA program accommodations, contact the library hosting the program at least five work days in advance.
Customers visiting the FOLMC bookstores in Wheaton, Gaithersburg and Rockville in February are invited to steal a kiss -- a chocolate one, that is. 

Friends of the Library, Montgomery County is a 27 year-old non-profit membership organization with 16 local chapters dedicated to enhancing and promoting public libraries through fundraising and advocacy efforts.  In addition to operating the three bookstores, FOLMC supports various literary projects that promote the work of local authors, encourage reading among children and enhance adult life-long learning. 

 For more information about Library Lovers Month and Friends of the Library, visit www.folmc.org, or www.montgomerycountymd.gov/library or call 240-777-0020.
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