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Who's that hookstore shopper heside you?

=

The Friends is pleased to feature a .gm i e
new column by our very own Jim

Ludlum. Many of you know Jim
for his fast action behind the
counter at Wheaton Book Sale. A
former Library Advisory Board
Member, Jim has managed this
operation for more than 10 years.
Today, as business manager, he
also oversees the Rockville Book
Store and has helped make quite a
success of them both.

Here’s a fact that will amaze you: nearly 300 cus-
tomers visit Friends of the Library bookstores each
day. Our bookstores are a real institution—known
and loved by a startling assortment of fans.

Montgomery County is home to a huge number of
published authors. Many stop by to see if we have any-
thing that could be used in their books. One author,
Paul Dickson, sings our praises for helping him find
rare history books and material on the space race.

Then there are the interior decorators.
One recently came in for 200 running
feet of red books for a restaurant she
designed. Foreign service workers
often stock up on casual reading
before shipping off to countries where
English books are rare or expensive.

We also attract internet dealers from
as far away as New Jersey. One deal-
er even has a scanner attached to her
cell phone so she can go directly to
the Amazon.com database to see if a
book is worth reselling.

Of course, our “bread-and-butter” customers just
stop by to pick up a few paperbacks. But even among
them we see everyone from politicians to home-
schoolers, ESL students to comic book fanatics. Keep
your eyes open the next time you come shopping or
strike up a conversation with the browser beside you.
You'll likely be surprised by who shares your affection
for these great bookstores of ours!

The Board of Trustees elects new memhers

The Board of Trustees elect-
ed five new members: Gary
Shaivitz, Glynis Noyes,
Frank Joseph, Donna
Goldman, and Erica Cafritz
as student representative.

Gary Shaivitz (shown in
photo) is the senior vice
president and chief operating
officer of Rockville-based
HarVest Bank of Maryland.

Photo credit: Jan Cohen

Mr. Shaivitz has an extensive banking background
and is looking forward to lending his time and
expertise to the organization. He recently discovered
the bookstores and has already become a big fan!

The Board also elected marketing executive Steve
Snapp president, local author Pamela Kessler vice
president, attorney Lotty Rodriguez secretary and
accountant Joy Bloomfield treasurer.

Look for more features on new Board Members in
future issues.
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PRESIDENT'’S LETTER

How to Awe the Council
Every year when we advocate for
the MCPL budget, County
Council members beg us: “Tell
library users to talk to us.” Your
stories matter. Council members
read them and they count them.

FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Ari Z. Brooks, MSW,
Executive Director

After 10 years of service to the
Silver Spring Chapter, Nancy
Pond retired from her position
as president this fall.

So get mushy with a sweet story of

your child at story time. Lament I had the privilege of attending her retirement party at

how reduced hours keep you from using the library as you Sergio’s in downtown Silver Spring. She gracefully (and

used‘ to. Rave about how much you love t}}e wireless con- with much surprise) accepted a plaque I presented on
nections in every branch. Your story doesn't have to be long | 1 1c o County Friends

or fancy. You can email it to all the council members or

drop a note. This year we want to awe the Council with Like most of us, Nancy is passionate about libraries,
your passion. This may be the most important support you  namely her beloved Silver Spring branch. Nancy was a
ever give the libraries you love! founding member of the Chapter and volunteered along

side the late former library manager, Ann Irvine. She
launched such programs as Books for Babies and helped
make the Vintage Silver Spring Calendar fundraiser a suc-
cess even teaming up with Borders to sell them.

For email and mailing addresses, go to
www.montgomerycountymd.gov and click on the

County Council link.

Nancy will be missed for her great leadership skills.
Thanks, Nancy for all you did to make serving our
libraries a fun and meaningful experience!

Did you know...

Friends of the Library funds many library projects that
enhance your library experience. By shopping at the
bookstores and paying your annual membership dues,
you can help us continue to support important pro-
grams and initiatives like:

* Summer Reading Club for Children

Don’t leave without
considering your

Legacy to the Libraries.

AL,

* Teen Read Week (authors, prizes, poetry contests, etc.)
* New collections such as CDs and DVDs

* Extra books for library-sponsored book clubs

For more information,

call (240) 777-0019

Friends of the Library
Montgomery County Maryland, Inc.

* English language learning computer software

And much more!
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LIBRARY & CHAPTER NEWS

FROM THE
DIRECTOR’S DESK

2005 BOARD OF TRUSTEES
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Parker Hamilton, Library Director

New Library Director
Seeks Your Input

Just two months ago I returned to
MCPL and I can say I am very
happy to be back!

As many of you know, I began my career at Long Branch
Library. I worked at Aspen Hill and Chevy Chase, and
eventually served as Manager of Long Branch and Davis.
The opportunity to lead an organization that you “grew
up” in is a humbling experience and an awesome responsi-
bility. I appreciate the confidence of our County Executive
Doug Duncan and Chief Administrative Officer Bruce
Romer in appointing me to this position.

I have enjoyed visiting the branches and learning about the
many new services and programs we offer our customers. I
am proud to see the high level of customer service we deliv-
er on a daily basis and the enormous contribution made by
Friends of the Library at all the branches and system-wide.

I have made some personnel changes such as appointing
Bethesda Manager Irene Briggs to a temporary Public
Services Administrator position. Some of her responsibili-
ties include supervising seven branches, coordinating Early
Childhood Initiative, and Outreach and Multicultural
Services. I also transferred Little Falls Manager Keith
Fleeman to Bethesda.

This is the time when we start working on our list of fund-
ing priorities for the upcoming budget year. Generally
speaking the Strategic Plan will guide our priorities.
However, it will be important to receive input from all of
you. I believe you have first hand knowledge and essential
information to contribute regarding the needs of our pre-
sent and potential library customers.

I look forward to working with each of you to achieve our
goals and objectives as we deliver library services to the resi-
dents of Montgomery County.

Bethesda Chapter
Kathie Weinberg, President

‘Demons’ Draws Sellout Crowd

“Let’s Talk About It: Demons, Golems and Dybbuks,” a
Bethesda Friends-sponsored event, was a sold-out hit at
the Bethesda Library. The October program was supported
by an American Library Association grant; many thanks to
librarian Rochelle Follender for obtaining it.
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November is the kickoff for our Bethesda Chapter mem-
bership renewal campaign. We also celebrated our 2™
anniversary of reopening. We combined the festivities for
both events on November 5. The Bethesda community
enjoyed birthday cake, followed by a performance of
pocket magic, balloon animals and face painting. Then
the whole library rocked to the sounds of Milkshake, a
well-known children’s rock duo. Birthdays and celebra-
tions don’t get much better than that!

Our children’s library staff, under the direction of Annette
Klause, provided more programming than ever before.
Programs have been so popular that we have moved them
to the large meeting room, and still they are filled to capac-
ity. Young Adult Librarian Diane Whitaker arranged for
Bethesda to host author Kenneth Oppel who discussed his
new book, Airborne.

Don’t miss the wonderful art on display this fall and early
winter. Arlington artist Luke Lamar is displaying his Raku

Summer, 2005
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and glazed stoneware. Bethesda librarian Patricia Buck will
also be displaying her exhibit of functional decorative objects
and “shrines” in the lobby. The colorful and whimsical pieces
make the lobby become alive!

The Bethesda Library community has welcomed Keith
Fleeman (former Little Falls Library Manager) as Acting
Manager to replace Irene Briggs. Keith has been a wonderful
addition to the library staff. While we miss Irene, it is won-
derful that her many talents have been recognized, and she
can add her vision and expertise to the entire library system.

We have joined many libraries to lend support to rebuild
libraries impacted by recent hurricanes. Revenue from the
October used book sale at the Bethesda Library will be
added to the contributions of the Maryland Library
Community to assist these libraries.

Chevy Chase Chapter

Anne S. Core, 40" Anniversary Event Chair

‘Read-a-thon’ Features Many Big-

Name Authors

Hundreds of readers thronged to the library on Saturday,
October 22 for our Celebrity Read-a-thon. Ann Brashares,
author of The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants series
mesmerized the audience with her tale of starting as a secre-
tary in a publishing house, becoming an editor, and eventu-
ally writing the best-selling series.

She was joined by other notable authors and celebrities,
including Chevy Chase residents George Will, WMAL radio
personality Chris Core, author Laura Gansler (Class Action)
and husband Montgomery County State’s Attorney Doug
Gansler. The Washington Posts Fred Bowen (All Star series)
delighted the audience with his energetic stories, as did
American Girl books author Valerie Tripp, who had chil-
dren curtseying like the characters in her historical fiction

books. USA Today columnist Craig Wilson had the audi-
ence in stitches with selections from his book. Chevy Chase
attorney-turned-spymaster Allan Topol (Spy Dance) talked
about the impact his writing had on his law practice, and
children’s author Katy Kelly (Lucy Rose) charmed listeners
with a reading from her book about a third-grader growing
up in Washington. Memoirist W. Ralph Eubanks (Ever Is
A Long Time) and short story author Shankar Vedantam
(Ghosts of Kashmir) talked in-depth about their work in
intimate reading circles. U.S. Congressman Chris Van
Hollen, Montgomery County Council Vice President
George Leventhal and Council President Tom Perez read
from Thoreau, A.A. Milne and Margaret Wise Brown.

We were honored to have new Library Director Parker
Hamilton and Executive Director, Ari Brooks present as
well. This free event was sponsored by the Chapter to high-
light the Chevy Chase Library’s 40" birthday. It was sup-
ported by Chevy Chase Supermarket, The Woman’s Club
of Chevy Chase, the Chevy Chase Fire Department and
Barnes & Noble Bethesda.

Leading up to the celebration, we raised over $1,400 selling
raffle tickets for a library quilt sewn and donated by the
C & P Appliqué Guild. We thank them for their generosity.

Davis Chapter
Evelyn McDonald, Newsletter Coordinator

Davis Chapter sponsored many successful events over the
past few months including several Summer Reading
Programs that benefited more than 1,100 children. Nearly
80 people attended the talk by distinguished journalist,
Bernard Kalb who spoke on Writers I Have (Almost)
Known (see feature article on page 5).

Looking for your place
in the world? join the
/ literary community at

= the Writer’s Center.

Wor kshops
Readings
Book Gallery

4508 Walsh t.,
Bethesda, MD 20815
(301) 654-8664
www.writer.org

The
Writer’s
Center <
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During December, in addition to regular preschool pro-
gramming, the library will offer a "Create a Snowflake"
project. Bring your little ones and help them make
snowflakes out of coffee filters for display in the library
during the winter months. We will also hold our Annual
Holiday Party on December 9 at 5:30 p.m. at the library.
Library staff and volunteers are invited to attend.

Davis Adult Readers Tackle Hot New Titles
Our Adult Book Group began its new season with discus-
sions of Jhumpa Lahiri’s, The Namesake and lan McEwan’s
Saturday, the latter one of the post-9/11 novels. For its
annual classic book, the club discussed William Faulkner’s
As I Lay Dying. Malcolm Gladwell’s Blink and Sarah
Dunant’s The Birth of Venus are scheduled for the next
sessions, December 14 and January18 respectively.

February’s discussion will be on Andrea Levy’s Small Island.

Book Club discussions are held the third Wednesday of the
month at 7:00 p.m. Information is available at the Library
desks or by calling 240.777.0922.

Davis Library offers Internet and Computer Classes for
beginners every Saturday at 9:15 a.m. Classes are free, but
registration is required. Please call 240.777.0922 to register.

Fairland Chapter

Dr. Betsy Matthews, Chair

Fairland Celebrates 10 Years

Our Chapter observed Fairland Library’s 10* Anniversary
this summer. The James Hubert Blake High School Jazz
Combo set the tone for a lively celebration, playing as
guests arrived. Library Manager Mildred Nance welcomed
the group. Former Library Director, Harriet Henderson
and Public Services Administrator Rita Gale gave the histo-
ry of the library. Ms. Gale also presented service awards on

Literacy Tutor
Needed

Literacy Council of
Montgomery County

The Literacy Council of Montgomery County
needs volunteers to teach adults to read, write
and speak English. You do NOT need to know a
foreign language and hours are flexible.

Please call 301.942.9292 to register for an
upcoming orientation session or email
info@literacycouncilmemd.org.

Bernard Kalb lecture
on "Writers | Have
(Almost) Known.” at
Davis Library

Bernard Kalb is a person you

could imagine talking to over
coffee, articulate without seem-

ing glib.

When Oprah recommended John Steinbeck’s East of
Eden for her book club, Kalb told Davis librarians,
Kay Bowman and Rita Tull that he had a letter signed
by Steinbeck. Through their persuasion, he regaled an
audience of 80 people with stories of authors who had
crossed his path.

Kalb wrote the 400-word “box” that accompanied the
cover photo of an author for the Saturday Review of
Literature. Usually the author had a book coming out
and Kalb wrote an update on the author. In their
replies to his requests, the letters often mirrored the
writers’ styles. Hemingway’s was casual in the manner
of the knowingly famous. He talked about his wife,
fishing, etc. but not much on the creative process

behind his book, The Old Man and the Sea.

Steinbeck’s reply was raw and witty. He said that in
reviewing East of Eden, 7The New Yorker would com-
plain that he was not Proust, 77me magazine would
say that the novel failed, and The Chicago Tribune
would spell his name Steinberg and compliment him
on his drawings.

Kalb worked for Dashiell Hammett in World War II
as a reporter on an Army newspaper that Hammett
edited. Kalb said Hammett, “bayonet-thin, with a
shock of white hair, took a bunch of semi-literate kids
and turned them into amateur newsmen.”

For the record, Kalb prefers non-fiction and holds his
brother, Marvin, in high regard on his favorite author
list. The two wrote a biography of Henry Kissinger
entitled, appropriately, Kissinger. When asked how he
liked the book, Henry said he loved the title.

Next newsletter deadline
is February 3, 2006.
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Literary Salon Cancelled

Due to a lack of community interest, the Literary Salon has
been cancelled. Thanks to the few dedicated members of this
group who have been around since its inception under the
leadership of former Executive Director, Diane Leatherman.

Good luck to you and your future writing endeavors.

behalf of Executive Douglas Duncan to community mem-
bers who contributed to the opening of the library.
Volunteer, Ingeborg Carsten-Miller read her poems about
opening day that she originally wrote ten years ago.

Council Member Marilyn Praisner was the guest speaker as
she has been a steadfast supporter of the library long before
funding appeared in the county budget. Library Advisory
Committee Chair Eleanor Wright and Chair of the Friends’
Chapter Betsy Matthews, gave inspiring concluding remarks.
Afterwards, the crowed shared stories about the library’s
accomplishments and enjoyed refreshments. We dedicated
the day to Sue Perella, founder of the Fairland Chapter.

Fall was busy as usual for us starting with Burtonsville Day.
This year, we had a very successful book sale. It is a great
time to let patrons know how we support our library. We
also participated in Dine for Charity at Seibel’s Restaurant.
Diners were allowed to donate 5% of their bill to their
charity of choice. Proceeds funded such events as the 10
Anniversary Celebration and Staff Appreciation Day.

Germantown Chapter

Marynell Wallace, President

Germantown Launches Fund Raiser to
Benefit New Library

During the summer, we received a $2,000 gift from Grand
Mart, a local international grocery store. At the end of the
summer, we had a book sale that earned a record $1,300.
This fall, we participated in Ocktoberfest and distributed
the fashionable elastic bracelets to children and notepads
to adults.

We also began a fundraiser for our new library, which allows

donors to have their names engraved in a stone walkway.
Children can have their names etched in the stone for a $25
donation. Adults can sign on at $40 per name, families for
$20 per name (two or more in the same family), companies
and organizations for $50 (8x8 stone) or $100 (12x12
stone) with logo. Council Member Mike Knapp, Senator
Rob Garagiola and Congressman Brian Feldman are even
considering personalizing their own stones.

The community is excited about the new library and we
have already received our first donation toward this
fundraising project to benefit children’s programs and a teen
area in the new library. Visit the library or contact Marynell
Wallace at mndw49@texncal.com to make a donation.

The library is scheduled to open this spring and we are
looking forward to working with the staff to close and

reopen. We are planning a grand opening soon after. Look
for more details to come in the next newsletter!

Little Falls Chapter
Susan J. Schmidyt, President

Little Falls Bursts into Song

Little Falls parents and kids, start practicing your holiday songs
... and mark your calendar. The annual Holiday Family

Sing-Along is scheduled for Saturday, December 10, at 10
a.m. at the library.

Mark your calendars for Saturday, February 11 for our
“Annual Family Day” to celebrate Library Lovers Month.
This is the time to let our elected officials know how much
we appreciate full funding for the Montgomery County
Library Department’s budget.

We have so many Friends and volunteers to be thankful
for! The members of our Chapter have generously funded
our Children’s Room that looks wonderful and better serves
our youngest patrons. We have a new public address system
that allows everyone in the Library to hear announcements
and important information. New shelving gives more space
for popular books and magazines. The Chapter also provid-
ed supplemental funding for Summer Reading Program and
Teen Read Week. We hope you will respond to your renewal
application to benefit our library.

We wish a fond farewell and thank you to our Library
Manager, Keith Fleeman who left for Bethesda Library. We
look forward to his returning every year as “Casey at the
Bat!” and wish him all the best.

Quince Orchard Library will celebrate
6 years of serving the community

December 13 from 1:00 pm to 7:00 pm && Cake and Punch
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Potomac Chapter

Gerry Bernard, President

Potomac Spruces Up Library Grounds
Potomac Day offers an occasion to celebrate our great
library. Friends, children’s library staff and patrons, marched
in the annual parade, handing out balloons and treats. After
the parade, the Chapter sponsored a puppet show, “Bunny
Tales and the Ugly Duckling” by KD Puppets.

The Potomac Garden Club has joined with us to undertake
a much needed clean-up of the library grounds. The result is
that the library is now visible from the street and plantings

have been greatly enhanced. This is a wonderful partnership,

and we thank the Garden Club for their help making the

library a lovely place to visit.

Our Chapter sponsored free concerts by the NIH Chamber
Orchestra and Chamber Singers on November 5 and
Saturday, December 3. What a wonderful way to bring in
the winter!

Rockville Chapter

Audrey Beck, Newsletter Coordinator

New Author Series Promotes

Lively Discussions

Rockville Chapter’s “free” author series was greeted by a
very enthusiastic and appreciative audience. The series pro-
vided an exciting opportunity to meet local authors and
participate in a lively question and answer session.

On September 22, Dan McDermott, Professor Emeritus at
Montgomery College and professional photographer,
brought history alive by discussing his book, maps and
photos of the historical Chesapeake & Ohio Canal. His
wonderful slide show of the Canal took his audience on the
journey from Georgetown to as far as Western Maryland.

On October 27, Susan
Coll (see photo), well
known for her novel
Rockville Pike, dis-
cussed her book and
how she happened to
write it. The interest in
a book set right in our
local area attracted read-
ers who found Coll’s
portrayal of life in “sub-
urbia” especially enter-
taining. The Bethesda
author’s third novel delves into the world of college admis-
sions. We look forward to having her return to discuss her
new book in 2007.

The three-part series concluded in November with Kathleen
Jeffrie Johnson and Amy Stolls, two recently-published
authors, discussing how to get a book published. Plans are
in the works to offer the speaker series in spring 2006.

After a summer and fall season of successful weekly book
sales as part of the City of Rockville’s Wednesdays Out to
Lunch Farmers” Markets, we look forward to a “grand book
sale” at the Rockville Library in February.

With the construction of the new Rockville Library a reali-
ty, the Rockville Chapter is looking for new members who
wish to become active in the excitement of the opening of a
wonderful new library in Rockville’s Town Center. We have
already begun planning special events to celebrate the
library’s opening, projected for the last half of 2006.

Author Thrills Northwood Teens

Diane P Monnier, Senior Librarian and YaFans Chair

Teen Read Week 2006 activities funded by Friends of the
Library featured award-winning Canadian author Kenneth

Oppel speaking at Bethesda Library and at Northwood
High School.

Fifty Northwood students
sat spellbound as Kenneth
Oppel, the author of
Airborne (a book they had
all read prior to his visit)
introduced his sequel,
Skybreaker. These fast-
paced adventure stories fea-
ture teens from a fictional
past traveling on huge air-
ships meeting mysterious

: animals and dangerous
. pirates along the way.
L Oppel is the fourth young
adult author in as many years to visit a Montgomery
County public school as part of the public library’s celebra-
tion of Zeen Read Week. The author later spoke to teens,
their parents and library staff at Bethesda Library.

The fifth edition of the popular, nationally acclaimed
Téen2Teen book review booklet created for teens by teens
and fully funded by the Friends debuted during the week of
activities geared to young adults. The 2005/2006 booklets
are available free-of-charge at all County libraries.

Many thanks to Kathy Sklar former co-editor of
The Friends. After serving on the Board of Trustees for six
years, Kathy continued her volunteer support helping with
the newsletter.
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