For Immediate Release

 

The Monster in the Basement
 

 

            WHEATON, MD (Special) – In the basement of the Wheaton Library, a monster lurks.

 

            A book monster.

 

            It’s the bookstore operated for the benefit of Montgomery Public County Libraries – tens of thousands of books and growing all the time.

 

            Most of these books come from the libraries themselves. “De-accessioning” is a little-known fact about the way public libraries operate. They acquire new titles all the time. The old titles must go somewhere. Usually, the place they go is the Wheaton bookstore and two others like it – one in the Randolph Hills Shopping Center near KosherMart, the other in Quince Orchard Plaza next to Magruder’s Grocery Store.

 

            Most of the books are in new or like-new condition, but on sale at rock-bottom prices – hardbacks usually $2 or less, paperbacks often as low as 50 cents each.

            

The selection is monstrously large too. Shelf after shelf of recent best-sellers ... mysteries, romances, thrillers, sf and more, not to mention literary classics ... books for kids, from toddlers to young adult ... picture and coffee-table books ... self-help, memoir, travel, cookbooks ... the list goes on and on. Any book you might find in a public library or bookstore, you’ll find here.

 

            As you’d guess, these three bookstores generate hundreds of thousands of dollars a year.

 

But the money doesn’t line someone’s pockets. It goes straight back to the libraries.

 

            Think of it as recycling – turning older, less popular books into money, to support Montgomery County’s award-winning library system.

                                                                                                                                    

            The bookstores are operated by the Friends of the Library, a nonprofit membership organization whose mission is to support Montgomery County’s public libraries – with cash from bookstore sales, memberships, donations, and volunteering.

 

            You’ll find Friends chapters at 16 of the county’s 21 branch libraries, sponsoring programs from children’s story hour to all-day galas featuring noted authors and other celebrities.

 

            Budget cuts have taken a huge toll on Montgomery County libraries this year, making the support of the Friends of the Library all the more important.

 

            It’s easy to become a Friend of the Library. Just ask call 240-777-0020 for a membership application, or visit www.folmc.org.

            

And next time you’re looking for a good read or the perfect gift, think about that monster in the basement.

 

# # #

 

For further information: Ari Brooks, Executive Director, Friends of the Library

(240) 777-0020 / abrooks@folmc.org

