 Basic library talking points

Why are our libraries in crisis?  There is no reason for it.

Few agencies of county government serve as many people.  Two-thirds of the county, roughly 655,000 residents, have library cards and use our 21 branches.

The libraries are used by all ages:
· the smallest children in storytime and pre-school reading programs;

· students who check out required reading books and do research online when they don't have access to the Internet at home;

· teens who find a safe place to spend time with their friends in productive ways;

· adults who use the computers and reference materials to look for work and update their skills; 

· non-English-speaking adults who improve their language skills in language clubs;

· and for other reading, research and related activities.

Libraries contribute to Montgomery County’s quality of “vital living” by

· preparing children to live and learn;

· creating and sustaining healthy communities;

· sustaining an educated workforce; 

Libraries contribute to the economic base.  For every $1 spent on libraries, $6 of economic activity is generated.

Business activity—and the associated tax revenue—is attracted to the diverse and steady foot traffic that libraries provide. This is why new library branches that are built as town anchors, like Rockville and Germantown, are so vibrant and successful. This is the reason the new Silver Spring branch was moved to the central business district.

For all of us, LIBRARIES MATTER.
The library department has taken a greater percentage hit in the budget (30%) and has had its critical functions more devastated than any other agency.

The Library budget was $40.4 million in Fiscal Year (FY) 08, only 0.97% of the county's budget.

The Library budget was $28.9 million in FY 11, a mere 0.6% of the county's budget.

There were 498 library employees in FY 08.

There are 350 library employees in FY 11.

The number of service hours the library provides has been cut 15%.
Comparisons

In comparison, Howard County has a total population of under 400,000 and spends $15 million on their six-branch library system.

In comparison, the Montgomery County Public Schools spend $25 million on textbooks alone, 1.2% of the school budget.

Materials

The materials budget was once 20% of the library budget.  That has been cut in half.

In FY 08, the materials budget was $6,325,150 and served 20 full-service branches, plus the Noyes Library for Young Children, the Correctional Center Library and the Mobile Services Van.

In FY 11, the materials budget is $3,000,000 and serves 18 full-service branches while Olney and Gaithersburg are closed for renovation.

If you continue to cut the budget more, the library system the county built up over decades will be destroyed.

· Branches will close.
· Residents will lose places for community gatherings.
· Materials will not be available.
· Online resources will disappear.
· Library staff will not be on hand to answer reference questions.
· Service to county residents will suffer even more.
· The Libraries will gradually lose their value.
LIBRARIES MATTER. NO MORE CUTS.

